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Do You Still Have A Sense of Wonder ?

We are all born with a sense of wonder. Quietly observing an infant as the infant begins to explore
what is happening around and being amazed at being able to do things for the first time. The attention
and noticing this provides security and encouragement to the infant and hopefully that process will
continue in the infant’s life. Unfortunately for many that sense of wonder oftentimes decreases at the
infant enters into the educational system. However what [ wish to share with you is an invitation I
have received over many years to a kindergarten’ s Christmas celebration. The kindergarten is called
FROSIHER] . which is in a quiet place. It uses the Montessori system of education. It places the
emphasis on the child’ s interior development. You may be surprised at what infants can do at such an
early stage in life.

When I arrive at the kindergarten | meet with the principal and get a sense of what has been
happening with the preparations for the Christmas celebration. Then I go with the principal into a
darkened hall and the principal begins to light the candles on tables where a Christmas crib, a musical
instrument and many candles are. The candlelight creates a warm friendly atmosphere. Then we wait.
The children lead by their teacher enter slowly one by one and in silence and line up in front of the
tables. Taking up the rear are a small number of children and their mothers who have disabilities,
some of whom are autistic. In all there are 200 children and all are silent!. The children show a sense
of excitement at entering into a candlelit hall and what appears to them different surrounding to what
they have been accustomed to when they had previously practiced.
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Then the children sing a Christmas song. Then they sit quietly on the floor. The Principal
introduces me to them and [ give them a short talk praising them for how impressed I feel that they
have been so quiet on entering and showing a sense of excitement. [ generally reflect on how different
we all look and feel in candlelight. Finally they have prepared their gifts of flowers which will be
present to the Christmas Crib.

Two representatives from each class have been picked for this task. This is done in silence and all
eyes follow those presenting the flowers. Finally the senior two classes, who are on opposite ends of
the hall face one another and light their small candles. The added lights increase the warmth and
friendly atmosphere. The teachers sing a Christmas song. After that the candles are extinguished and
the senior two classes in turn slowly head to the front to look at the Christmas Crib and the other
tables with the lighted candles. There is no rush and some like to look and ponder. The disabled
children and their mothers that I mentioned earlier are filled with wonder and gratitude.

[’ m grateful for being able to join in their celebration and what a good preparation for the mystery
that Christmas is, namely that Son of the Creator of all things emptying himself and talking the form of
a human infant out of God’s infinite love so that we become heirs to being able to share in God’s life
for eternity. Is it not possible that we can nourish our sense of wonder by joining with the infants in
our midst in a Christmas Celebration.
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